Under Secretary Ball Interviewed 
on “‘Issues and Answers” 


Following is the transeripl of an interview 
with linder NSeerciary Gall on the American 
Trroadcasting Companys radio and television 


program “Lasucs and Answers” on February £4. 
Presa releake TB dated February 11 

The Annewneers From Washington, “fssues 
and Answers” brings you the Under Secretary 
of State, the Honorable George W. 

SecreGury Ball, here are the issues, 

Do we believe Premier Khrushehews vinta 
that Soviet troops are in Cuba only to train 
Cubans? 

Tfaow can we save the Western alliance? 
with Canada? 
or the answers to lie issues from Under 
Secretary of State George W. Ball. I[fere to 
interview Secretary Ball are ABC commentator 
Edward P. Morgnn, and with the first question, 
ABC Siate Department correspondent John 
Seali. 


Will we solve our crisis 
Now ἢ 


New Government in Iraq 

Ur. Scali: Mi. Secretary, wel-ome to “Issues 
and Answers.” 

Let's start off with a question which 15 in the 
headlines only a few hours. There are reports 
that there is still fighting going on in Baghdad 
between Iraqi rebels and the diehard supporters 
of Premier Qasim. What do we know about 
what is going on?) Have the rebels really won 
this fight? 

Ur. Bali: Well, of course we are getiing re- 
ports by the hour and almost by the minute. 


MARCHE 11, 1963 


+) 


+, σχῶ, tran, 


The indications so far are that t 
ably pretty close to over 4 ΠΠῚῚ 


4 fight is prob- 
Se THew trovern- 
ments e-tablishineg order, that will probably 
h itself effec- 
ke these judg- 
sunny problems, 
chance chat it 
wovernmet. of Praq? 


ba able to survive and to esta 
tivery. 


΄ 


[ἀπ αἰνὰ νῈ dilicuit to 
ft trae 


but To think there isa Very ἀπὲ 


ΘΠ ΒΝ at anenrly state. 


Wilh be an etfeetive 

Mr. Seali: Meo Secretary, from what we can 
ather, did’ President Nasser of the UALR. 
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*Por text of a Department statement of Feb. 11 on 
vs recognition of the Government of Traq, see butre- 
ΧΕ Sar. 4, 1063, p. 510. 


comes out—Cuba. And developments today, as 
1 understand it from looking at the wire, sur- 
round a charge or a demand by Senator [Hugh] 
Scott, a Republican from Pennsylvania, that 
we get the Soviet troops out of Cuba, and a 
reply by the other Senator from Pennsylvania, 
Senator [Joseph S.] Clark, a Democrat, an 
administration supporter, chat if we attempted 
to deliver on Mr. Scott’s demands it would get 
us into World Wur III. Do you have any 
comment fromm your spot? 

dfr. Bali: You knew I think it is time that we 
realiy tried to get this Cuban problem in some 
perspective. The President has been very clear 
on the situation in Cuba. Again and again he 
has stated the views and the position of the 
administration. 

The Seeretary of Defense, Mr. [Robert S.] 
McNamara, in 2 hours on television the other 
might (February ΟἹ went ἀξ far as he could to 
give the full facts. as they are know. to the 
American people. He went evon further than 
many of our people in the inte: tgvence -ommu- 
nity would have liked to have seen him go be- 
cause of the possible compromise of some inte!- 
ligence mechanisms. 
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and to evaluate it and give it some informed 
judgment as to whether it makes any sense or 
not. But all these voluntary intelligence gath- 
erers who would rather make speeches than 
turn the information over to the Government 
where it could be seriously considered—I don't 
think they serve the national interests very 
well. 

ir. Morgan: Do you see a tinge of politics 
here? 

fr. Ball: You know I am in the State De- 
partment, and we never make comments on 
anything having to do with politics. 

Afr. Scali: Mr. Secretary, much of the cur- 
rent debate centers around the continued pres- 
ence In Cuba, as you well know, of the 17,000- 
odd Soviet troops. Did Mr. Rusk get any 
encouraging wor?’ fromm Ambassador [ Anatoliy 
F.] Dobrynin when he discussed this with him 


yesterday ? 
Mr. Ball: Seeretary Rusk did talk with 
Ambassador Dobrynin about this problem. 


This isa matter of some continuing communica- 
tions between ourselves and the Soviet Govern- 
ment. We will see how things develop. 

Mr. Scali: Do we believe Premier 
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McNamara make the demonstration ἰὼ the 
American people which he tide last week was 
one Which was not taken easily because, as I 
sav, it went beyond what we would have like! 
to have dene from the point of view of presery- 
ing intact 
appuurit tis. 


our whole intelligence catherine 
But fami not atall sure that Caere 
is much that could have been done before this. 
We have, as PE say. at all times tried to teil the 
facts as we saw ther. 

Mr Sealis Mr. Seerctary, the continued 
presence Of Soviet troops in Cuba, of eourse, 
isi matter of concern for the entire hemisphere. 
Could you tell us whether there 
to goto the Oreanization of At 
to get the other American Rep: 
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Mr. Ball: Well, vou know th. resolutions that 
were pass d by the Organiza: on of American 
States in October ? were very 
question of offensive weapor owas concerned, 
and we are in constant comm omieation with the 
governments of the member states of the Or- 
ganization of American States. We will s 
how it develops. I think now is perhaps an 
occasion when we ought to stop talking so much 
about this and let the situation be watched as 1 
1s being watched on a day-by-day basis—bnt let 
it develop. 
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The State Department and Public Support 

Mr. Morgan: Mr. Secretary, I would ike to 
open up another line for a minute. The State 
Department historically is an orphan, almost, 
in terms of public support or support within the 
Government. You don't have many constitu- 
ents. But rarcly has there been a time, I chink, 
when the State Department has been so criti- 
eally examined in the press, and perhaps within 
the administration In some respects, than it is 
now. It is being blamed, or members of it are 
being biamed, for the Skybolt hassle with Brit- 
ain, to a degree, Mr. de Gaulle’s negative attu- 
tude toward Britain in particular, and us in 
general vis-a-vis Europe. 

We have a situation with Canada that has 
enused critics to say that the State Department 


3 Por text of a resolution adopted by the OAS Council 
on Oct. 23, see idid., Nov. 12, 1962, ἢ. 722. 
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wag very hasty in ventilating this trouble with 
the Diefenbaker government, and also the effec- 
fivenon of people like Secretary Nusk and your- 
self as Under Secretary has aiso been ques- 
tioned, 

What is the reason for this, and do you think 
that the press is remiss, itself, in any of this? 

Mr. Lali: You know, I wouldn't like to chal- 
lens your qualifications as a historian— 

Mfr. Morgan: fam not pretending to be. 

Mfr. Hall; -—but to say this criticism is greater 
than it has ever been miay, ΣΟ think, somewhat 
overstate the situation, It is characteristic of 
Foreign Offices around the world for some of 
the reasons you stato—they don’t have constitu- 
ents--to be subject to a good deal of criticism. 

At the moment we live ina period when inter- 
national affairs mean more to us than they have 
ever meant before because they mean life or 
denth for the whole ¢ivilization of which we 
are apart. And I think people ure very pre- 
acenpied with them and the issues are more 
complex and there are more nations to deal with 
and there τὸ more responsibilities which the 
United States has assumed throughout the 
world. Itisa very good thing that the Ameri- 
ean people are concerned with how weil their 
Siate Department is doing because it is so vital 
to them. 

IT can only say this, that Σ am not a career 
diplomat, myself. I came into the State De- 
partment from outside. Most of my career has 
been in private life. I have never met a more 
dedicated or more competent body of men than 
the men I have encountered in the State Depart- 
ment. Iam enormously impressed with it. I 
um enormously impressed by the way they go on 
vear after year, servinz their country in very 
dificult and complicated endeavors and, being 
sub‘ected to this criticism, not being mere un- 
happy about it. 

I don’t think the criticism is important ntil 
it reaches the point where it may hurt our con- 
duct of foreign policy. ἢ 
reached that point. 

Now there are obvious reasous why there can 
be differences of view about how these very 
complex and difficult affairs are worked out. 
And if people differ, that is fine. And if the 
State Depariment can serve any purpose by 
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